Competitive health policies and community health.
Since 1992 there have been fundamental changes in health care policy in Victoria, Australia, as the state government moves to competitive market models of service delivery and the measurement of service provision through output based funding. The introduction of competitive relationships to the public health system has had a major impact in the primary health care sector, particularly on community health centres. Most community health centres in Victoria have traditionally been semi-independent agencies controlled by community based committees of management. Such policies have had huge implications for the management and organisation of these agencies, as they have led to different patterns of service delivery and different models of management practice, often devaluing traditional philosophical perspectives of 'primary health care practice'. Although many agencies have embraced change as providing opportunities for growth and development and to have more influence in the provision of mainstream public health care, primary health care models of practice should be supported for their intrinsic and increasing value.